To the Editar

A usual, you make a great point reganding the issue of
perapective and chiropractic’s relative place in the risk of
receiving health care! in vour review of the article by Cohn?
entitled, A Hewiew of the Liferarure Regarding Stroke and
Chivopracriie.  Having refurned from the BAC in Kansas
where 1 saw wou and many ofhers it became clear from a
lecture® by Dr. Rosner of FCER that chiropractic's place in the
realm of risk is bizareely low.

Ironically if my memory serves me he presented
information at the Sacro Oeeipital Technigue Orzanization -
Usa Climical Symposium? that related chiropsactic care
cauging death on par with a lighining strike, and less comimon
then events that can take place in a common houselold. In
some studies, it even seemed that walking around and living
wour life was more fraught with danger than receiving
chiropractic care. Much of this seems 10 be based on how we
look ar the statistics.

When any reazonable mind looks at the statistics what
remaing clear i3 that chiropractic is as relatively safe a
procedure as any around.  On the other hand, what also
becomes clear is that there is significant risk in most medical
procedures from medicating 1o surgery. [t would seem
abwious, that any conservative altermative would be explored
pEiof to interventions that have risk, such as those associated
with meedicating or sungery,  When it comes o conservative
care with low risk [ can’t help but think of chiropractic eare.

It wouald seem that to focus on the defrimental effects of
chiropractic care in the extreme could only function if one or
bath of the following premises are taken:

1. Chiropractic is unscientific, unproved, on the level of a
“placebo.” and essentially of no value for patient care.
Therefore, any negative side effects are profoundly important
fo repoet and emphagize, since the benefits are only negligible
at best

2. There is a financial imerest or profound ignorance,
which would allow the medulating of data to suit a pamicalar
mind set that secks 1o paint chiropractiec as an unsafe form of
health care.

As | review number one and o 1 have a difficult time
advocating either position. 1 have found that medical
professionals with whom | have spoken on this topic seem
mostly sincere and generally misinformed. However, from a
review of a recent amicle authored by Morely, Bosner, amd
Redwood, ® it became clear that there are motivated individuals
in high positions of research authority who have a "vendena™
against chiropractic.

As hard a3 1 try 10 be fair minded, even o the exireme, a
casual reading of the above article illustrates that there was
purpesciul intent 1o impugn chiropractic and chiropraciors.
Sadly, it was alao clear that the peer review process and high
stature of some journals are pot immune o misrepresentation,
miisgqueting, and misstating, all o support a premise that
chiropractic is unfounded or unsafe.

Education of the public and profesaionals is the only venue
I see at this moment. The real izsue is that the public deesn’t

really know, trusts authorsity, and hopes that those b the health
care field focus on their health and not their pocket book.

Simcerely,
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